     The  “Right” Hands   

      By Nancy Schneider of vom Covey Run Deutsch Kurzhaars

As DK breeders and NADKC members, we invest a good portion of time, effort, and yes, financial resources into ensuring that our dogs are breed eligible and good representatives of our breed—in conformation, temperament, and natural abilities. When we decide to produce a litter, one of our biggest concerns is making sure that our DK pups get into “the right hands”. In essence, we dream of finding perfection in our puppy-owners-to-be. 

Close your eyes for a moment and envision the traits that the perfect owner for one of our pups would have. Ideally, we would envision someone who will, first and foremost, love the pup and make it a true member of the family. We would also desire the person to be a responsible, ethical, versatile hunter, who will give our pup many happy days afield on a variety of different game animals and terrains. Additionally, the perfect owner would have years of experience in owning and training versatile dogs, so that their pups can benefit from their wealth of experience and knowledge. Last, but not least, we’d really prefer this paragon to already be a member of the NADKC and JGV, ready and willing to test our pup to his or her highest potential . . . That’s not really so much to ask, is it? 

I’m going to go out on a limb here and suggest that although a few of these paragons do exist, there are probably not many of them out there who are looking to acquire one of our pups at any given time. Am I suggesting, then, that we give up on the idea of finding great homes for our DK litters? Lower our standards? Stop producing quality DK pups? On the contrary—absolutely not. What I am suggesting, however, is that we may need to open our minds, broaden our horizons, and reevaluate our idea of what constitutes “the right hands” for our pups.  What we may need to do, then, is create a broader market for our Kurzhaar litters than that which currently exists.

This can be accomplished in any number of ways, but all of them require effort on the part of the breeder. Although we have a relatively small number of members amongst our club, I would           

suggest that we have a virtually unlimited number of would-be members available to us 

out there amongst the general hunting public—a virtually untapped market just waiting to be “converted” to NADKC members and DK owners.

First of all, remember that we (and our dogs) are human and canine representatives of both our breed and our club. Every time we take one of our dogs out into the public domain, every time we take someone along hunting with us, and every time we have the opportunity to speak with fellow dog or hunting enthusiasts, we are given the gift of an unique opportunity to educate and expose others to the things that make our DK’s so special. By taking advantage of such opportunities, we can create new interest in the Deutsch Kurzhaar breed, expand our club’s membership, and increase the number of available homes for the quality pups that our breeders are producing.  

Here are just a few examples of the types of opportunities I am talking about that may present themselves to you:

· A friend, neighbor, or coworker asks what breed of dog you have

· Someone’s son or daughter asks you to take him/her hunting with you

· You have the chance to enter your local gun dog club’s fun trial, hunting test, obedience match, etc. with your dog

· You are asked to present a “how to” lecture about dog obedience to your local 4-H club

· Someone asks you what the difference is between a GSP and a DK

· Your region is hosting a test and someone asks to attend as an observer

· There’s a local competition for tracking dogs, retrievers, or rabbit dogs where normally only labs, beagles, or German Shepherds are entered, but you have the chance to enter your DK against all the “specialists”

· You are asked to write a column or article for a newspaper, website, magazine, etc. on outdoor pursuits

· Your friend loses his/her wounded deer and calls you to help

· You’re asked to judge the dog conformation show at the county fair

· You have entered your DK in a NAVHDA test

· You attend a gun show, outdoor show, hunting and fishing show, etc.

· You subscribe to an email list, forum, Question and Answer list, or bulletin board about dogs, hunting, training, etc.

As you can imagine, these examples are only the tip of the iceberg. I am certain that all of us can think of dozens more. Each of these types of situations creates an avenue for us to share information about our dogs and our club, and to indoctrinate more people into our breed and our philosophy. By doing so, in essence, we have the chance to virtually “create” a new market for our pups. 

It wasn’t so long ago that I, myself, had never owned a DK and knew next to nothing about testing or breeding one. I credit any number of things and people for the opportunities that I have had to become an NADKC member, own DK’s, and test and breed my dogs. First and foremost, I lucked upon two wonderful people who were willing to take a chance on a novice DK owner—Herr Axel Wriedt and Herr Oskar Feldmann of Zwinger von der Rorner Heide in Germany. They responded to my initial inquiry, answered any number of questions, and really went out of their way to help me acquire my first DK. They have never stopped doing so and frequently contact me just to see how things are going.

Many of our club members took over from there. Folks like Gayla Combes, Jim Smith, Rolf Benseler, Kit Crichtlow, Rob Engleking, Ken Willis, Herb Hasemann, Dave Trahan, and many others offered invaluable help. They tirelessly answered more of my questions about club membership and testing, encouraging me to attend my first annual meeting, and they insured my involvement and immersion by having me act as a regional director. This kind of graciousness continued with my first German testing experience. I had excellent judges, ready and willing to take a green handler under their wings, ensuring that my first test was both successful and enjoyable. This kind of willingness to share experience and advice has also never ended—I am still its grateful recipient today. The more I learn about our breed, the more I realize there is to learn.

As it turns out, the “right” hands for our DK pups aren’t necessarily born—I am living proof they can be made, found, created, and converted. And, our job as club members, DK owners, and breeders, isn’t just to recognize the perfect owners—our job is to help create them.  

You’ll recall that earlier I asked you to close your eyes and envision your ideal DK puppy owner. . . and the types of qualities that you would have endowed that person with. Do so again, if you will. What (or whom) do you see now?  My vision has changed a bit. . . I now see a stranger, a non-club member. . . . man, woman, or child. One who loves to hunt a variety of game, does so often, and has a sincere love of dogs. One who isn’t afraid of the challenge of training and testing, and who, although may have had hunting dogs in the past, may have never had a DK. I see someone whose eyes shine with excitement over the prospect of meeting like-minded people in a club. I see someone who isn’t too shy to ask a lot of questions. I see someone who believes that testing is a great way to determine breeding eligibility. I see someone who will in turn tell others about their dog, their breed, and their club. . . In short, I see someone who looks a lot like most of us did—not so long ago. 

So, next time an opportunity presents itself for you to showcase your dogs, your club, or your breed, Seize It! You never know when you could be helping to create what will become the “right” set of hands for one of our DK pups. . . 
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